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Pharmacy Cricket
          
Newcastle overcomes last year’s loss with an emphatic win
over Sydney
Waratah Oval Newcastle looking splendid was the venue for the return match of Newcastle vs Sydney. Both teams were welcomes by former Test Player and Novocastrian Garry Gilmour who presented the team caps to the players.
On winning the toss Sydney decided to bat. At 1 for 5, Sydney had a bad start Opener Peter Mikhail joined by Michael Story scoring 30 had a 70 run partnership .before Mikhail was dismissed for his well played 39. Enter Mat Dan, normally a Newcastle player but seconded to the Sydney team played a dramatic innings of 30, hitting two sixes before being caught. Sydney 4 for 108.  Steve Thompson coming in at number 6 set about holding the side together with a solid knock and remained 57 not out helping the team to be all out for what looked like a wining total.201. Of the Newcastle bowlers Andrew Stone (normally a golfer) took 2 for 9 and Robert Shakeshaft 2 for 19. The other wickets were evenly shared between five other bowlers.
Newcastle openers Nathan Blackmore 23 and Scott Elsgood 32 had an opening partnership of 55 before Blackmore was dismissed. Then with the loss of three quick wickets all taken by Steve Thompson Newcastle were 3 for 56. Enter Newcastle captain Christian Hernandez and who with Mark Berry set about a solid and in the case of Hernandez a powerful batting display. Both were required to retire at 50 and with Andrew Stone 29 not out took the Newcastle team to a resounding win of 4 for 202. Sydney bowler Steve Thompson had the figures of 3 for 18 at one stage until Christian Hernandez took to him, Steve finishing with 3 for 48.
Newcastle player Mark Berry with 52 not out and 1for 29 was awarded ‘Man of the Match’

Among the spectators members of Michael Redpath’s local district non pharmacy cricket team celebrating their ‘end of season’ and wearing what could only be described as theatrical clothes ranging from film stars to female sports persons added to the day with colourful and descriptive remarks offered in a gratuitous manner to the members of the Newcastle team.
Lunch was an excellent BBQ organized by the Newcastle team and run in a masterly manner by Michael Redpath’s medico wife Julie.
This was one of the great days of Pharmacy Cricket with wonderful fellowship following, in Newcastle’s case, with well deserved and exuberant celebrations.

